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Introduction

From the beginning God made people to live in community with Him and each other. Adam was made in the image of God. God is Spirit, so being made in the image of God means Adam was made with a spiritual capacity. Unlike all other created beings, Adam, and all mankind, is made to live in relationship with the Creator. Still God said of Adam, “It is not good that the man should live alone.” Even though Adam had a personal life with God, walked and talked with God every day, God indicated Adam was made to be a social creature, to live in caring, intimate relationships with others. So marriage gave Adam a partner, then a family, then a clan, tribe and a whole civilization. God’s people lived with Him and with one another. Today God still longs for people to connect with Him. Good Shepherd Church exists to assist anyone in his or her connection with God and His people. For this reason we encourage everyone to seek out a Christian community to learn and grow in life with God.

A Christian learns and grows in spiritual matters throughout life, thus the term “disciple” meaning “student” or “follower.” Today this occurs in a faith community of people learning and growing in knowledge and experience of God together. This Discovery series considers only the basics of Christian beliefs as they are taught here at Good Shepherd, what we believe about the Bible, God, Christian Living, Eternal Salvation, Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, Purpose, Church, Spiritual Growth and more. This course provides an overview of these basics to help determine if Good Shepherd can be a place and a people where spiritual growth can continue for you and your family. 

Discovery membership class has no strings. Join the church if you like what you hear and think this is a good place for spiritual growth. Or just take the class for your own information. You may choose to join at a later time. But we encourage every Christian to belong to some Christian church as their home base. Anyone can choose to join Good Shepherd who completes Discovery, is baptized, and professes faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Lord of life and Savior for eternity. 

Jesus commanded His Apostles to help the people of the world to connect to God and become disciples. This is accomplished through teaching the basics of Christian faith like these, and through baptism in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We believe one is baptized into Christ and not into a denomination. Therefore we recognize any baptism, in the name of Father, Son and Holy Spirit… with water, as Christian baptism. Baptism by immersion or sprinkling, as an adult or infant, in any Christian denomination, is the baptism Jesus commanded. We do not re-baptize anyone properly baptized into the Christian faith since God’s power is at work in baptism. It cannot be improved. It doesn’t matter if you can’t remember your baptism, didn’t appreciate it, or feel more spiritual now. It’s God power at work in baptism. The power of God working through His Word of promise conveys the blessings and benefits discussed later in the third section of this process. 

We invite anyone to take Discovery who is seeking to grow in connection with God and His people whether you have recently been in another church or if you are considering to come back or if you have never been in a church.  
1.  The Word of God

Ways to know about God:

Nature teaches us God is orderly and not chaotic. There is a natural order of things in creation, systems that repeat themselves. The telescope and microscope and everything between show the order of creation. From nature we also observe the Creator appreciates beauty seen in every sunrise and sunset, beauty of mountain and sea, valley and desert. Besides the order and beauty of creation, there is power in the wind, waves, and the immensity of canyons and cliffs. The sky demonstrates the magnificence of the creator. Some with no religious training conclude there is a god just from observing nature. Throughout human history some have even attempted to reach god by communicating with nature, worshipping sun, moon, starts, trees, stones and all manner of objects of worship from creation.

Another way people draw conclusions about God is by human conscience. Anthropology reveals that there has never been a society that lacked a sense of god. Most civilizations have believed it was wrong to kill, steal or lie. Where do these values come from? Does a creator knit them into our conscience? Why do irreligious people feel guilty, except because they violate their own sense of what is right and wrong? How do such similar values get inside of people from diverse locations and cultures? Some conclude a sense of right and wrong can be taught, but some of it seems inborn. There are exceptions, criminals who have no sense of right and wrong. Yet even these stand out in most societies as abnormal. Does a normal conscience reflect something of God to us? Can we know what is important to God by our own conscience?

Teachers and philosophers teach us things about God. Sometimes their own lives reveal their hypocrisy when they do not live up to their own beliefs. Or sometimes some of their teachings prove false bringing into question everything else they taught in addition to the falsehood. Such prophets may seem wise beyond their years or beyond normal human knowledge. But then appears an equally charismatic teacher with a different belief. Which is true? Which can either trusted? Which is right and which is wrong? This is especially important when it comes to teachings about God, spiritual things, eternal things, things after death. Who wants to hold onto the wrong teaching when passing through death’s door? What if the teaching is wrong? There is no return.

So how can we know anything sure about God or eternal things after the grave? At Good Shepherd we believe there is only one way to know such things with assurance. There is really only one reliable source of such knowledge. Beyond nature, conscience, teachers or philosophers we have one source of spiritual truth: what God has told us Himself in His own Word. The Word of God teaches things we may believe about God. This is not science, nor proven, but neither is it disproven. That is what makes it a matter of faith. You can believe the theory of evolution. You can believe the theory of creation. Neither is proven nor disproven by God or science. Each is a matter of choice or faith. Intelligent people can argue for evolution. Equally intelligent people argue the “intelligent design theory” whom some will call a creation account. So it is with the existence of God. Some say God exists – no question. Others say He doesn’t. These are both matters of faith -not able to be proven or disproven. Therefore some say religion, or matters of faith, are a personal choice, some even say they will not teach their children matters of faith, but let them decide for themselves when they are older. But if children are taught nothing, then they choose nothing. If we want children to have choice, we will teach them much, so they have much from which to choose. So how do we learn about God and spiritual things? From God’s Word. Compare it to what we learn in nature and conscience. Listen to and learn from philosophers and teachers – but compare what they teach to the Word of God.  
There are many myths that are commonly accepted about God’s word that are not true, nor have ever been proven. One is that the Word of God has been changed over the centuries. But the Word of God has been the most studied writings for the past 2 to 4 thousand years. Unlike other religions of the world, only three are called religions of the book; Judaism, Christianity and Islam. All others have no written or historic origins. So we at Good Shepherd have come to believe Christianity fulfills the promises God made in the ancient Judaic scripture by sending His Son, Jesus Christ to be the Savior of the world. We believe the religion of Islam has reduced this Jesus to a mere prophet and have thereby missed the jewel of God’s Word. Therefore Good Shepherd embraces as a foundational core value the study and application of the Word of God to our lives.
Becoming people of the Word:

In the first century, after Jesus Christ was crucified, rose from the dead, and returned to heaven, those who had lived with Him and learned from Him, were formed into a fellowship of believers called the Christian Church. The Church received Jesus’ teachings about God and spiritual matters, to be the true Word of God. Those early Christians demonstrated their devotion to God by four disciplines: 

42The disciples were devoted to the teachings of the apostles, to fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayer. Acts 2:42

Disciples, students or followers of Jesus, devoted themselves first of all to the teachings of the apostles about Jesus and all that He revealed to them. They sought to live by Jesus’ teachings and spread that teaching everywhere. The apostles became Jesus’ representatives who could speak authoritatively what Jesus actually taught. So as their word was put into writing, that Word was declared to be not only the word of the apostles, but also the word of Jesus – the very Word of God. Jesus Himself said, 

“If you live by what I say, you are truly my disciples. 32You will know the truth and the truth will set you free.” John 8:31-32

Today at Good Shepherd we long to be people of God’s Word. With the help of God’s Spirit, we read, study, and learn the very Word of God. We long to grow as people of the Word. So we encourage our members to develop a regular routine, daily, if no more than a few minutes before retiring at night, at a meal time or quiet time, to read and reflect on the Word of God. It’s best to set up a routine that works for you. Young families will likely make devotion to the Word of God a family time, perhaps before tucking children in for bed using our “stepping stones” materials, or a Bible story and bedtime prayer. Some will use devotional materials, Portals of Prayer, Lenten or Advent devotionals, or any of many good Christian materials available through our publishing company; CPH.org or at the local Christian bookstore. Others will read through the Bible, or use a reading schedule to read portions; some may use a Bible in a Year product selecting readings from different parts of the Bible. 

As a person encounters God’s Word, the active ingredient there is the very Spirit of God Himself. God likes to come to people, and work in their lives as they read and study and meditate on the Word of God. If you have ever wished you could better know what God’s will is for you or for your life or for a certain situation, there is no better way to discern God’s guidance that through devotional time with God’s Word and prayer. If you have ever longed to sense God’s living, powerful presence, this is the way God likes to come to people and work in their lives. The Word of God is His means of grace. Therefore we enourage every follower of Jesus Christ to follow the good example of the first century believers and devote themselves to the Apostles’ teaching even as the disciples did in the first century. (Acts 2:42) To assist you, as you consider becoming a student of God’s Word, here is an overview of the Bible.

An overview of the collection of 66 books in the Bible.

It’s not a novel. Some are frustrated by trying to read it from cover to cover. Some portions are more difficult to understand since they were written in a different time and culture. Some find the lists of strange names, and unfamiliar geography so strange they give up on learning the divine truths revealed by God in the books of the Bible. To give a little better understanding of this marvelous collection of 66 writings collected from over 2,000 years before Christ, and nearly a hundred years after His birth, let’s do an overview of this marvelous collection most of us have sitting on the shelf. 

The first 39 books of the Christian Bible are called the Old Testament, mostly written originally in Hebrew. The oldest, the book of Job, may have been written 4,000 years ago. The youngest Old Testament book, Malachi, may have been written a mere 400 years before the birth of Jesus Christ. These 39 books have an amazing unity, holding a similar theme although written in many different contexts. These books speak of the hope of God’s people that the Lord will come live with His people, rescue them from the troubles of this life, and draw them into an eternal kingdom with Him. These are the same books that appear in the Jewish Bible. Christians place them in a different order in their Old Testament. The next 27 books are called the New Testament and are all written after the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. These were written by an apostle or by evangelists under the influence of the apostles and seek to show how Jesus from Nazareth was indeed the Messiah from God expected by the people of the Old Testament era. All books, Old and New Testament are written by people who were inspired by God to put His own thoughts and words into written form for people to hold and study and apply to their lives. Some Bibles today, especially some used in the Roman Catholic tradition, include a section called the Apocrypha, books written between Old and New Testament. These books are not included in most Bibles since they are not believed to be inspired by God, but useful for historic study only. 

Table of Contents: 

The 39 books of the Old Testament begin with the Torah, or the five books of Moses; Genesis records the origin or beginnings of life and the origin of God’s people through the Patriarchs. Exodus is the story of Moses and God’s people exiting the land of Egypt for their promised land. Leviticus is the book of priestly instructions concerning matters of Old Testament worship. Numbers was a report of an ancient census, counting the tribes and families of the people of God in the time of Moses. Deuteronomy was a record of God’s law and the movement of God’s people to their promised land, and all the lessons God taught His people in preparation for life with God in the new land of Israel.

The next section includes 12 historic books of the Old Testament, beginning with (General) Joshua, Moses’ understudy who led the tribes of Israel in Jihad (holy war), against the seven pagan tribes of Palestine, in order to take possession of their promised land, given to them by God. Judges was a period of time when God raised up temporary leaders for God’s people, shepherds, farmers, women involved in local community leadership. Ruth is a love story God uses to teach about His love for His people. 1&2 Samuel records the story of King Saul and his replacement King David. 1&2 Kings and 1&2 Chronicles recount the history of the divided kingdoms of the Jews, and the interaction of the divided Israel with the surrounding political and military powers of those eras including the destruction of the temple, the city Jerusalem and the dispersion of the people of Israel throughout the world. Ezra recounts the rebuilding of the temple. Nehemiah recounts the rebuilding of the city of Jerusalem. Esther tells the story of a Jewish girl who became queen and influencer of an empire to save God’s people Israel. 

Five poetic books of the Old Testament may have made up the equivalent of the ancient hymnal. Its first book of Job, the oldest in the Bible, tells the story of how God uses suffering to benefit even his own people. The Psalms are a collection of writings of God’s people who cry out in praise or in pain and find hope and solace in God. The Proverbs, believed to have been mostly written by King Solomon, contains wise sayings for godly living. Ecclesiastes, also written by Solomon, explores the emptiness of pursuing meaning in life apart from God. And King Solomon’s romantic novel, Song of Solomon (Songs), is a parable telling the story of a love triangle between a king, a young woman and her true love, putting our relationship with God into the terms of a love story. 

The five Major Prophets are large books in the Bible recording the ministries of men who spent their whole lives in service to the Lord. Isaiah lived and taught during the time of the divided kingdoms. Jeremiah was a contemporary in that same era writing also the book of Lamentations, calling the people of Israel to repentance. Ezekiel taught of God’s control over all creation. Daniel is the story of faithfulness to God, and the way God worked through and raised up Daniel in the time foreign emperors reigned over Israel. 
The 12 Minor Prophets had briefer ministries and were often called up for an occasion and later returned to their secular occupations. The Minor Prophets had similar themes calling God’s people to repentance. They include: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi. 

The New Testament books begin with four parallel accounts of the life of Christ from different perspectives. Matthew writes for a Jewish audience showing how Jesus fulfills ancient Jewish prophecy. Mark is the action adventure gospel, preserving less of the teaching moments of Jesus and more of His action and miracles. Luke is a Greek physician who provides geographic, biological and government detail historians find very authenticating. As a medical doctor he showed special attention to the healing ministry of Jesus. John, the best friend of Jesus, seems to appeal best to the western worldview, with a more Greek or logical thought pattern. 

Acts is the history book of the New Testament reporting the spread of Christianity. This is the second edition of Luke’s 2 volume set following his gospel account. 

Saul of Tarsus is a converted persecutor of the Christian Church whom God calls to be the apostle to the Gentile world. Paul is responsible for a large portion of the New Testament writings. His works are in the form of letters written to churches located in various cities and countries. Each letter is named after the city or region to which they were originally written: Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians. Paul also wrote 1 &2 Timothy, Titus to church workers to encourage them in their work. His final letter, Philemon is to a businessman encouraging him to accept back a runaway slave who had become a Christian. Paul’s letters are arranged from the longest letter to the shortest. 

Hebrews is written to draw parallels between the old covenant for the Jews and the new covenant God makes through Jesus Christ to all who receive and believe in Him.

James, the brother of Jesus and the first president of the church council wrote a letter to be circulated to the whole church encouraging Christians to live their faith. 

The Apostle Peter wrote two letters, 1&2 Peter, to be circulated to the church. Apostle John wrote three such letters, John 1&2&3, for circulation. John also wrote Jude and the Revelation in a symbolic form speaking of how God is at work in the church and in the world from the time of Christ to the final day when Christ will return. 

Study Aids – recommended for Christian disciples to develop their home reference library

· Luther’s Small Catechism: Bible beliefs presented in question - answer form: (see CPH below)
· Concordance: A study help that lists the main words found in Bible verses and the location in which the verse containing those words are found.

· Bible Dictionary: Gives definitions of words in the Bible that might not be included in a regular dictionary.

· Commentary: Explans the meaning of a passage. 

· Maps: Lands of the Bible as seen in different historic periods of the Bible’s 4,000 year span.

· Cross References: Reference to other passages which reflect a similar idea.

· Study Bible: includes many of the above. Recommend: The Lutheran Study Bible (ask about special discount price of $40 through Good Shepherd.)

· Where to buy online: www.cph.org www.overstock.com www.amazon.com etc.

· Local Christian bookstores

Bible versions; translations and paraphrases: 

A translation is a word for word translation of original Hebrew & Greek: King James Version (KJV), New King James Version  (NKJV), New International Version (NIV), Today's English Version or Good News For Modern Man (TEV), God’s Word to the Nations (GWTN) Paraphrases are a free rendition of the meaning of the passage instead of a literal word for word copy: The Message, The Living Bible. 

Discussion and Application Questions: 

1. What is one new insight you gained about God’s Word in this reading? 

2. Have you ever had, or do you have now, a regular routine that brings you into an encounter with God’s Word? Describe it if you have now or have had one.

3. Why do you think Good Shepherd has adopted “growth as students of God’s Word” as one of its core values? 

4. What would you gain by continuing, or becoming a student of God’s Word? 
5. Would you be willing to try starting a daily habit reading the Word of God and praying? Would you be willing to start reading a chapter a day in the Gospel of John?
6. Would you be interested in starting a journal - a personal diary noting observations from your reading for the day, noting questions, and significant life lessons learned, or intentions to apply to daily living?

1. The Word of God

Name: ____________________________________________

Bible: Discussion and Application Questions: 

1. What is one new insight you gained about God’s Word in this reading? 

2. Have you ever had, or do you have now, a regular routine that brings you into an encounter with God’s Word? Describe it if you have now or have had one.
Have you ever read the entire Bible? Books of the Bible? Regularly read Bible portions? Devotional guides? Would you consider yourself biblically literate? Did you find the Bible hard to understand? What did you do about it? Which books of the Bible in the overview of this reading interested you? Why? 

3. Why do you think Good Shepherd has adopted “growth as students of God’s Word” as one of its core values? 

42The disciples were devoted to the teachings of the apostles, to fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayer. Acts 2:42

4. What would you gain by continuing, or becoming a student of God’s Word? 

“If you live by what I say, you are truly my disciples. 32You will know the truth and the truth will set you free.” John 8:31-32

5. Would you be willing to try starting a daily habit of reading the Word of God and praying? Would you be willing to start reading a chapter a day in the Gospel of John?

6. Would you be interested in starting a journal - a personal diary noting observations from your reading for the day, noting questions, and significant life lessons learned, or intentions to apply to daily living? 
2.The Person of God

The Mystery of God:

All Christians around the world, throughout time and in every denomination profess that God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit, three persons yet one God. While the terms trinity and triune appear nowhere in the Bible, they describe the Bible’s divine teaching of the mystery of God. How can three separate, distinct personalities be combined in one God, yet without mixing together the uniqueness of each person? This is a mystery. The more we discuss it, the more we study, the more profound the mystery becomes, defying human reason. So why do we believe it? 

After our Lord Jesus Christ was crucified and rose from the dead, he spent about 40 days lingering with His disciples, confirming all He had taught them. And then on the 40th day He bid them farewell as He physically ascended into the air, disappearing into the clouds. His final words to His followers, His last will and testament, was that they would lead a church devoted to making disciples of the people of the world, by teaching them, and they were to, “Baptize them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matt.28:19) There we have it. Jesus said it Himself. Disciples were to be baptized in the name of God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Three separate persons or personalities. 

We see the separateness of them at the baptism of Jesus Himself. “After Jesus was baptized, he immediately came up from the water. Suddenly, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God coming down as a dove to him. Then a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love—my Son with whom I am pleased.” (Matt.3:16-17) The Son stood in the water. The Father spoke from the cloud. And the Holy Spirit descended as if He were a dove. The three persons of God were here very separate from one another. Yet they are One God. Jesus had said clearly “The Father and I are one.”(John 10:30) The Father and Son had together sent the Holy Spirit. “Those who have seen the Son have seen the Father”, Jesus told His disciples. In creation the Father spoke, “let there be…” and Jesus (the Word of God - John 1:1) went forth from God and created whatever the Father commanded. (John 1:3) The Spirit too was present at creation. (Gen.1:2) When Christ died on the cross for the sins of the world, the Father also felt the pain of death and separation from His Son. Although three separate personalities, the three form only one God. The most basic belief of the Jews was that there is only one God, not many gods, “The Lord our God, the Lord is One.” (Duet.6:4) Jesus was God, but also a man, a Jewish man who believes there is only one God… and God was Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
This is the mystery of God. For it Jesus was called blasphemer, making Himself equal to God. Jehovah Witnesses, Mormons, Unity, New Age movement all reject this teaching about God. It is the thing that divides Christian and Jew. It is totally misunderstood by Islam, reducing Jesus to a mere prophet, not even as great at their prophet Mohammad. The eastern religions embrace Jesus as a great teacher, but no more than that. Yet the teaching of the trinity stands as a defining teaching for all Christians. Perhaps we need not be so surprised, nor try so hard to fully comprehend it. It is after all a divine mystery. Why do we need to think God must satisfy our every question? One day we will see Him face to face and understand. Until then we believe without seeing, without a complete understanding, because this is what God has revealed to us. He is a superior being – beyond our full comprehension. That’s what a mystery is. That’s what it is to have faith in God – a faith that goes beyond human understanding. God does not mind that we have to struggle to believe. For when we yield the Holy Spirit is glad to create faith we need to believe it.

The Apostles’ Creed:

Throughout history this teaching of the Trinity has been confused and explained and emphasized from generation to generation. From the first century Christian teachers sought to simplify this teaching and arrange it into helpful summaries called Creeds. The Athanasian Creed is the most recent and most technical attempt to explain this teaching. It is so long and technical it is seldom used in worship contexts, mostly only referenced in study. The Nicene Creed is another formula used to help explain the person of Christ and often associated with the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. Perhaps the best know and oldest is the Apostles’ Creed, often used in association with baptism and frequently in Christian worship services. The Apostles’ Creed is a summation of the Bible’s teaching about God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. A paragraph is dedicated to each person of the Trinity. Here are the three paragraphs of the Apostles’ Creed, each one followed by Martin Luther’s explanation of that paragraph.

Father: “I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.”

“I believe God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.” (Luther’s Small Catechism)

The Father is attributed with the work of creation since life flows from a Father. Yet He does not carry out this work in isolation. Since He is Trinity, He does this work together with the Son and with the Holy Spirit. (Gen.1:2b, John 1:1-3, 14) He is the Maker and provider of all things, of everything we need for this body and life. Yet He is not some impersonal manufacturer in some far away factory cranking out all creation. He is at the same time able to be a personal and caring Father. Jesus emphasized this aspect of God in His brief earthly ministry. He was correcting the religious image of God of His day that God was only Maker, Ruler and Judge. Jesus taught disciples to pray, “Our Father…” He taught them to love and trust Him as a little child, or they could not enter the kingdom of heaven. (Luke 15:11-24) Jesus taught the disciples not to dread God and desperately fear Him, but instead to respond to the Creator and Provider with loving worship and service. 

Jesus taught them and would teach us that everything we are, and everything we have, is a gift from God. When we enter this world we do so with a net worth of zero. Likewise at the end of our days, when we leave this world, again our net worth is zero. We bring nothing with us into this life and take nothing out. All that we have is a loan to us from God. He alone is here long enough to own everything. Therefore we are managers of God’s gifts - not owners. We are accountable to Him for the way we use the time He gives us. We are accountable for the way we use the talents and abilities He choose to loan to us. We are accountable for the treasures and wealth He entrusts to us. He owns everything and so needs nothing from us. Still, we give freely, lovingly of our time, abilities and wealth, to show our love and devotion to Him, to join Him in His love for the world and desire to save it. So the Father is Creator and gives us everything we are and have. We respond to this loving Father by giving ourselves and all that we are and have to Him in loving service. Tithing was God’s law in the Old Testament, giving 10% of one’s time, talents, treasures. But New Testament believers go beyond the tithe, giving not 10% but 100% back to God. We use what He gives to support ourselves and our families, and give what we can to serve, 10% or more. Giving and serving in response to God’s great love for us, are core values at Good Shepherd. Giving and serving are a privilege more that a duty. We believe we cannot out give God. But as we keep Him first in our lives, we believe He will continue blessing us in the future as He has in the past. (Mal.3:10) 

The Son of God: The second and much longer paragraph in the Apostles’ Creed describes the work of the Son of God, Jesus Christ. It is of little surprise that much is said of Jesus, more than Father or Spirit, because Jesus is the one and only person of the Trinity who left His heavenly home where He was served by the angels as the Son of God and Prince of heaven. In becoming flesh and blood, He could best identify with humanity and teach humanity of the love of God. He could show that love with His very sacrifice at the cross. The suffering and death of Jesus Christ, and His resurrection from the grave stand as the center piece of the Christian faith. This is what the Father gave in His great love for the people of His creation. His is what the Spirit of God would spend eternity doing - creating faith in the hearts of people in this crucified and risen One. Let’s consider the second paragraph of the Apostles’ Creed:

Son: “I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruicified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.”

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, Who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be his own, live under Him in His Kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, even as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. (Luther’s Small Catechism)

Before we can appreciate that the Son of God came to be our Savior, we need to understand why we need Savior. Why would God, Who is so loving, judge anyone? Why would He hold people accountable? Why allow anyone to go to hell? Because people broke His rules? Actually God wants no one to be judged or lost or condemned to eternal hell. Hell was made for the rebellious angels who wanted desperately to live apart from God. The only people who go there today are people who likewise wish to live separately from God. Anyone who goes there causes our loving God to shed a tear. He wants no one lost, not one person He has made. So God gave people commandments to know what His perfect will is for their lives. So they could know what is the way to live a godly life in this world with others and with God. The commandments of God are not arbitrary rules meant to spoil one’s fun. These are God’s helps to spare us suffering in this world and the next. But as we choose to live our own way instead of God’s way we experience the natural consequence of our sin, the rebellion, the brokenness, pain. By pondering the Ten Commandments, we come to a better understanding how we and all people departed from God’s way, and need a Savior. Let’s consider each of the Ten Commandments briefly and ask ourselves, “Am I a sinner? Do I need a Savior?”

The Ten Commandments:

1: Have No other gods before the Lord. Trust God alone, not money, insurance, investments, job security, retirement plans, our own skills, our own doing. We should work hard. But trusting God will guide and bless our efforts produces a care-free life. Have you ever trusted in anything besides God for a good life?

2: Do not misuse the name of God; cursing, wishing evil, or living an unchristian life. As Christians we bring dishonor to God when we live these ways instead of living in a way that brings Him glory. Have you misused God’s name in word or in the way you have lived?

3: Remember the Lord’s Day. This is not a blue law to refrain from working on Sunday. It’s God’s invitation to spend quality time with Him in public and private worship. Do you cherish time with God as you worship with others? Do you set aside time each day to pray and ponder God’s Word for your life? 

4: Honor father and mother. They are the first authorities God puts in our lives. If we learn to respect them, we may learn to transfer that respect to teachers, employers, and other God-given authorities. This leads to a better life, honoring elected officials, and all in authority as God-given leaders. Do you? 

5: Do not murder, that is do not take life without God-given permission. Jesus expanded this to mean we are not to hate or hold a grudge, but help people every way we can. We are to pray for them who do not like us, and even people we may not like a lot. Do you love and pray for every neighbor, even enemies?

6: Do not commit adultery. Jesus expands this to not lusting. God wills for us here, with His help, to live sexually pure lives in marriage, or before marriage, or as single people. Sex sells. Sex is everywhere. Pornography, promiscuity, homosexuality, have all grown in epic proportions. Have you been affected?  

7: Do not steal; do not take, or think of taking, what belongs to others, instead help others keep what rightfully belongs to them. But doing nothing is not good enough. This command of God encourages us to be active in helping our neighbor. Many today do not know their neighbor, much less help them.

8: Do not make false statements; do not lie, or even gossip, betray, deceive, but defend the reputation of others. How easy to be critical of others, or listen to others who are. How difficult it is to stand up or defend another. But if we would, how would our lives be different? Do we have an honorable effect?

9: Do not covet neighbor’s house; nor desire what belongs to neighbor; but help him keep what is his. 

10: Do not covet neighbor’s relationships: help him or her value spouse, child, friend and associate, and encourage them to work hard to keep good relationships.

Those who need a savior have one in Jesus Christ

No one lives a godly life. Yet living our lives in a godly way is not the way of salvation. No one who has sinned even once can save himself or herself by perfectly obeying God’s law for the rest of our days. We’ve already missed the mark in the past. But neither could we live perfectly the rest of our days. We have a sin nature, born in us, that inclines us to self-centeredness and pride, greed and lust, worry and doubt. That’s why we need a Savior. God’s commandments help us see that. The Good News is that God loves us and wants us to be saved from our sin, from ourselves. That is why He sent a Savior long before we ever knew we needed one. We are saved from judgment and hell not by obeying commandments, but trusting in the God who sends us a Savior. 

Jesus came to be our Savior. (Gen.3:15; Rom.3:21-28) He takes all our offenses, where we have violated God’s loving commandments, where we have lived our own way instead of God’s way, and He took all that moral failure on Himself, on a cross, and paid for every offense with His own suffering and death. The pain and brokenness we have caused others and ourselves, is paid for in the sight of God. Only the consequences of our sin remain to be resolved with God’s healing power. We receive the benefit of Christ’s death and resurrection as we repent and trust God to remove our sin. (John 3:15-21) Through daily repentance and forgiveness, we are immediately or sometimes gradually, transformed to live a new and better kind of life. ( Rom.12:1-2) If you’ve never personally received Christ as Savior (John 1:12), pray:

“Father, I confess to you that I am a sinner.  I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and things I have done.  I have disobeyed by doing what you have told me not to do, and by not doing what you have said I should do.  Lord, I turn away from my sin and commit myself to a relationship with you.  It is my intention to learn your word and obey you.  Forgive me for the sake of Jesus Christ and fill me with your Holy Spirit that I might live in you now in this world, and to join you in heaven when I die.  I ask this the Name of Jesus my Savior and Lord.”

If this is the first time you have said a prayer like this, tell Pastor Rick and other Christian friends so that you will be encouraged to grow in this new faith. If you’ve prayed this before, good, pray it every day, and be renewed in this faith. Remember your baptism into Christ. If you’ve never been baptized, begin studying and preparing and seek our Christian baptism as soon as possible.

Holy Spirit: “I believe in the Holy Spirit…”

“I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith even as He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith; in which Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all sins to me and all believers; and will on the Last Day raise up me and all the dead, and give to me and all believers in Christ eternal life.” (Luther’s Small Catechism)

This paragraph of the Apostles’ Creed describes the Holy Spirit, but really more describes what the Holy Spirit does. First we note that the Holy Spirit is sent by Jesus from the Father (John 14:16) They are the great tag team from heaven. When the Son returns to heaven after accomplishing His mission on earth, He sends the Holy Spirit to begin His work on earth in a new and different way than He did before Christ’s mission was completed. The Holy Spirit comes on the Disciples bringing His assuring presence and power to do ministry. (Acts 2) The Holy Spirit begins to work in the lives of all people, usually through the Word of God read or spoken, to create the ability for a human to believe in a mysterious God they cannot see or understand. (John 3:5) It is only by the presence and power of God’s Holy Spirit that anyone can believe in Jesus Christ, or begin to follow Him as the Lord and God of their lives. (1 Cor.12:3) As you and I receive the Holy Spirit, we come into a new life with God, able to experience His presence and power for life and ministry. (Acts 1:8) As the influence of the Holy Spirit grows in us, so also do the resulting fruits of the Holy Spirit. (Galatians 5:22-23)
Discussion and Application Questions: 

1. What is one new insight you gained about God as a mysterious trinity in this reading? 

2. How were creeds used in ancient times and today in the Christian church?
3. Although Father is Creator, Son Savior, and Holy Spirit faith and life sustainer, how do the three work together today in your life?
4. Giving and serving are core values at Good Shepherd today. Why are these less like rules and more like responses to God?

5. How would tithing help us more than cost us?

6. Which of the Ten Commandments could help you learn the will of God for your life, and lead you to a closer walk with God?

7. What is the role of God’s law or commandments, compared to God’s gospel or Good News of His love, acceptance and forgiveness, in your life?

2.The Person of God

Name: ____________________________________________

God: Discussion and Application Questions: 

1. What is one new insight you gained about God as a mysterious trinity in this reading? See the Athanasian Creed, Lutheran Service Book, page 319
2. How were creeds used in ancient times and today in the Christian church?

3. Although Father is Creator, Son Savior, and Holy Spirit faith and life sustainer, how do the three work together today in your life?

Jesus taught people to pray “Abba Father” changing the perception of God to a personal father. Do you have a good father image? Do think of God as a loving Provider and Protector? Could you grow in this view of God? How would it help you experience better life if you believed God is a loving Father? 

Why do you think the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ is so central to Christianity? How does it set Christianity apart from all other religions in the world? How does the cross speak of law and grace?

Why do we need a Holy Spirit to create faith in our hearts? What else does God send the Holy Spirit to do in our lives and through our lives? What are the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit? 

4. Giving and serving are core values at Good Shepherd today. Why are these less like rules and more like responses to God?

By what power do we do good things? What motive inspires us more than what we “ought” or “should” do?

5. How would tithing help us more than cost us?

What is a tithe? (10% of one’s income.) What is first fruits giving? (Priority giving first before other expenses.) How else are believers to give? (Joyfully, without gimmicks, out of love for God, in response to His love for us, trusting He will provide in the future as He has in the past.) Tithing helps us put God first, ahead of money. It is the teaching of Jesus that as we seek Him first, all other needs will be provided.

6. Which of the Ten Commandments could help you learn the will of God for your life, and lead you to a closer walk with God?

1: Have No other gods before the Lord. Trust God alone. 

2: Do not misuse the name of God; cursing, wishing evil, or living an unchristian life. 

3: Remember the Lord’s Day. God’s invitation to spend quality time with Him in public and private. 

4: Honor father and mother. If we respect authorities, we honor God because He gives us such leaders. 

5: Do not murder, or take life without God’s permission. Do not to hate or hold a grudge, but help people.

6: Do not commit adultery. Do not lust but live sexually pure lives in marriage or as single people. 

7: Do not steal; or think of taking, what belongs to others, instead help others keep what belongs to them. 

8: Do not make false statements; do not lie, gossip, betray, deceive, but defend the reputation of others. 

9: Do not covet neighbor’s house; nor desire what belongs to neighbor, help him keep what is his. 

10: Do not covet neighbor’s relationships: help him or her value spouse, child, friend and associate. 

7. What is the role of God’s law or commandments, compared to God’s gospel or Good News of His love, acceptance and forgiveness, in your life?

Law is the Word of God that shows us our sin and calls us to a better way of life.

Gospel is the Word of God that reveals God’s unconditional love.

Law and Gospel are opposites but both the true Word of God.
3. The Power of God

Sacraments:

Have you ever wanted to be closer to God? Have you wondered how to do that? People try all kinds of things; finding the right church, the right teacher, meditation, retreats, get out in nature, read the right book, and many other things.  But God has chosen to come close and help us experience His presence, in a couple special ways - through His sacraments. 

Roman Catholics have seven sacraments; baptism, mass (Holy Communion), ordination, confirmation, marriage, extreme unction or last rights (prayer for the sick), and confession. Catholics believe they please God and gain favor from Him through these seven sacraments.  

Reformed Christians say they have no sacraments. But they also observe baptism, Holy Communion, ordination, confirmation (public profession of faith), marriage, pray for the sick, and confession with the assurance of forgiveness. They refer to these as “ordinances,” which means ordinary acts because they are done by people. 

Lutherans observe the same seven acts the Roman Catholics and Reformed Christians observe, but consider only two sacraments (Baptism and Holy Communion). We consider the remaining five are ordinary human actions or ordinances. We believe sacraments are sacred acts done by God which bring His presence, love and grace in tangible ways. God promises to bring His presence and power through the water of baptism, and in the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper. Sacraments are a ‘means of grace’ which God uses to come closer, strengthening faith, and empower people for Christian living. 

Baptism: 

God joins Himself to us, adopts us, forgives us, and gives eternal life through the sacrament of Baptism. Jesus commissioned His 12 disciples to establish a world-wide church that would make men, women and children His disciples saying, 

“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Matthew 28
Jesus used birth to describe baptism, saying unless one is born of the water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom of God. So baptism is not just something you or I do to profess faith. It’s something God does for us as water is applied in the name of Father, Son and Spirit. We have little to do with birth. We do not choose what country we are born into, nor which century. We do not even choose our parents. We do not choose to be born or choose not to be. It’s something that happens to us. And when it does, we are alive. We are part of a family. Not of our own choosing. So it is with baptism. We are born into the family of God. Adoption is another theme God uses to describe the new relationship He brings to us. Through the waters of baptism, we are adopted and become the very sons and daughters of God. We are made children of God. We are given a new name – “Christian.” We are given God’s grace, love, and forgiveness. Heaven becomes our eternal home, for we are but pilgrims traveling through this world for a short time. God does all this for us through the sacrament of baptism.

How does baptism accomplish this? It starts with God’s love for people and desire to connect with them. God reached out to people by sending His Son, Jesus Christ into the world. Jesus came to communicate with humans personally, instead of through prophets. Not only would Jesus teach the love of God, but His life and death would demonstrate the extent of God’s love. Jesus would join humanity, so that He could save it. He would take on Himself our own moral flaws and failures, and pay for them with His own suffering and death. Jesus came once long ago, but in baptism He continues coming and connecting to people, to bring them the benefit of His love and sacrifice. 

Jesus is God, perfect, sinless, in no need for forgiveness, (since He Himself was God). So why was He baptized by John the Baptist? His baptism was more than a good example we were to follow. Jesus was baptized not to receive, but to give. When the Lord was baptized, He was not taking something out of baptism, but putting something in. He charged the waters of baptism with God’s power. Then when people are baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, with water, they experience the supercharged water of baptism. They receive Christ and the benefits He gained for them. When people are baptized they are connected to God. He comes into their lives, and they come into Christ. It is a spiritual welding of the Savior to the sinner. Sin is transferred from the person to Christ’s cross, and the righteousness of Christ is transferred to the sinner made into a saint. In the waters of baptism sin is gone, and all that is left is a precious child of God. 

Who can be baptized? Adults only? Only those who profess faith in Christ? Or children also? If so, how young can they be? First of all, baptism is an act of God, not a human profession of faith. So if God is doing it, very little depends on the one receiving it. During His ministry on earth, Jesus readily received children, encouraging them to come, and encouraged parents to bring them. He indicated children were more trusting than adults. In fact, He warned adults that for them to enter the kingdom of heaven they must become more like trusting children. The old scholar Nicodemus was invited to be born again in water and the Spirit (baptism). Jesus instructed the twelve to make disciples, baptizing all “nations.” Nations is all inclusive; men, women, children. God wants everyone to become disciples, everyone to be taught and baptized. Therefore, it is our practice at Good Shepherd, to baptize adults and children, at the earliest possible age, to bring them into the family of God as His adopted children. 

However, we do not re-baptize anyone already baptized into Father, Son and Spirit. Since we believe baptism is a sacred act done by God, we believe God makes no mistakes. Baptism works no matter how old or young, if we understood or not, if we were sincere or unaware. None need doubt their baptism since it was an act of God, and depends on Him not us. It does not require we be baptized in a certain church. No one is baptized Roman Catholic, nor Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian or Lutheran. Christians are baptized into Christ. True baptisms occur in any kind of church, or in a hospital or bedroom or river or lake or accident site. Good Shepherd Lutheran Church recognizes every Christian baptism in the name of the Father, Son and Spirit, with water, and does not re-baptize. We also encourage everyone who claims to follow Christ, to be baptized.
We all need baptism. As we discussed in the second session of our Discovery series, we have resisted the good life God created us to have. We have resisted His will and commandments designed to bring us a better life. We have all been inclined to live our own way instead of God’s way. The resulting life guided by pride and self-centeredness, greed, lust and selfishness, has lead us and our whole world into a broken life and a broken world. We need the forgiveness that comes in baptism to be restored to our Creator and to caring relationships to one another. 

We need baptism not only because of deviant living, we need baptism because of an inherited inclination away from God. A newborn does not have to be taught to be self-serving, it is the only way a child knows to live. No one needs to teach a two year old to say “no” or be selfish. The terrible two’s come to us by human nature with which we are born. Likewise, we do not naturally think about God or living godly lives. Instead, we are born with original sin that separates us from God. So we need baptism because of our self-serving actions, but also because of our natural, original sin.
Then we need baptism. But how must we be baptized? One church says we must be immersed under the water. Another says sprinkling with water, or pouring it with a shell is best. One preacher will say baptism must be in a river, another says a tank is o.k. Some folks try to make a doctrine out of the method of baptism to be used, but we do not make doctrine about something God is mostly silent. God’s word alludes to baptism being a downing of sin, and about it being a sprinkling of life. But the word of God nowhere clearly says baptism is to be only by emersion, pouring of water, or sprinkling. Therefore, we do not believe one method is better than another. Sprinkling is usually used by us because of its convenience. It’s also less traumatic for children.  However, our own reformer from the middle ages, Dr. Martin Luther, is said to have preferred emersion. 

The power of God works through baptism in such a way that at the very moment of baptism, we are declared the forgiven, precious children of God. We will never be more acceptable to God, although we will have much to learn, and a lifetime to grow as God’s people and change to more godly living. Although baptism is a once in a lifetime sacrament where we enter new life with God, we draw daily on that one experience of God’s presence to empower us to live a new kind of life the rest of our days.  We renew our baptism daily as we confess our sin, and remember God’s great forgiveness.

We are eager for adults and their children, to join the family of God at Good Shepherd.  We ask only that those who join complete a basic instruction of the Christian beliefs, such as this discovery group process; be baptized in the name of Father, Son and Spirit; and by faith connect with the God who seeks to connect with us through Jesus Christ.

The Lord’s Supper:








The second sacrament we cherish is not a once in a lifetime experience of God, but an ongoing observance of a meal begun by our Lord Jesus Christ. On the night Jesus was betrayed, He gathered with His disciples to observe the Jewish Passover meal of lamb, wine and other traditional Jewish foods. After that meal, Jesus took and blessed leftover flat bread and wine, and instituted a new meal which He told His followers to observe regularly.

“(Jesus) took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.” In the same way also he took the cup after supper, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them saying, “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

This meal is known by many names such as the Lord’s Supper, Holy Communion, the Mass, Communion, and the Eucharist. This meal is observed by most Christians in all denominations, around the world, and throughout time. Let’s begin our consideration with an overview of the three main ways Christians interpret and celebrate the Lord’s Supper.

Roman Catholics focus on the words of Jesus, “this is my body…” Their interpretation is referred to as “transubstantiation” – a long word meaning the substance changes. They believe the bread a priest holds in his hand turns into the body of Christ when he speaks this word of Christ at the altar. So Catholics believe they do not receive bread, but only the body of Christ, because it’s been changed. 

Reformed teaching of Holy Communion, is the belief held by most protestant churches in our area, and interprets the words of Jesus in a different way. They do not believe God changes bread and wine into the body and blood of Christ as the Catholics believe, in fact they do not believe God does anything in the Lord’s Supper. For them Holy Communion is not an act of God at all. For them Holy Communion is an ordinance, or an ordinary act done by people. They believe the words of Christ are spoken over the bread and wine to remind us that Jesus once gave His own body and blood for us on a cross over 2,000 years ago, so that we could have forgiveness. They do not believe God is doing anything in the Lord’s Supper today, nor that the recipients are receiving the body and blood of Christ. They believe this is just a symbolic meal, and that the bread and wine “represents” the body and blood of Christ. After all, they might say, Christ was not promoting cannibalism. (Interestingly, history reports that Christians were often mistakenly suspected of cannibalistic practices because of the early church practice of observing the Lord’s Supper behind closed doors. Cannibalism was often given as a charge against Christians being persecuted or martyred in earlier centuries.)

At Good Shepherd we hold a Lutheran interpretation of the Lord’s Supper. We agree with the Reformed that we do not believe the bread and wine turns into the Body and Blood of Christ. We also agree that we observe the Lord’s Supper “in remembrance” of all that Christ did and said. But we agree with the Roman Catholics who profess Holy Communion is a sacrament where God is present to communicate forgiveness of sins, and build up faith in the lives of His people. We believe that when we speak the words of Christ over bread and wine on our altar, Christ keeps a promise made to the first disciples, the first time He had Holy Communion with them. We believe He becomes present in the bread and wine, that His body and blood is added to the bread and wine, so that as we receive Holy Communion, the bread and wine enter our stomach and pass through our body. But the very body and blood of Christ enters our soul, bringing us another experience of the real presence of Jesus Christ. It’s receiving Christ over and over again, every time we celebrate the Lord’s Supper. It’s like we are eating supper with Him as friends enjoy a meal together. It’s what Jesus meant in the Revelation of John when He said, “I stand at the door and knock… anyone who opens the door I will come into Him and sup with Him.” 

This is a hard teaching for some to understand and believe. John wrote in the sixth chapter of His gospel how many who were following Jesus turned away from Him when He got to this teaching. Jesus spoke of the necessity for His disciples to eat His flesh and drink His blood in order to have anything to do with Him. So at Good Shepherd we believe that when receiving the Lord’s Supper we receive the bread and wine, which has not changed into something else, but Jesus Christ has blessed the bread and wine with His own presence, so that His body and blood is there also. So with the bread and wine, because of the Lord’s promise in His word, and by His powerful presence at work in the sacrament, we also receive Him – His body and blood into our lives again and again every time we receive Communion. 

When the Lord established the Holy Communion as a meal to be celebrated among the disciples often, He did not say how often, just often. Some Christians and some churches include the Lord’s Supper every worship service, as the Roman Catholics usually observe the Mass. Others say once a year is required to maintain church membership. Some churches have Communion quarterly and some twice a month. Who knows how often, often is? But as we grasp what happens in this special time, we will be stirred to receive the body and blood as often as possible. For as we draw near the altar, and receive into our hand and into our mouths, the bread and wine, we commune with God and receive the many benefits He promises.

What are those benefits? First Jesus said this was “given and shed for you for the forgiveness of your sins.” Amazing! Imagine a weary sinner, guilty and ashamed of some terrible sin committed, or maybe of a life full of hidden sin, untamed and unmanageable. After a person has been filled with such doubt and has wondered if he or she is totally unworthy, to hear the promise of Christ, “Your sins are forgiven!” With that is another promise, the one Jesus spoke to a dying thief on the cross next to Him, “This day you will be with me in paradise.” Eternal life, filled with joy and peace, lived next to the most loving man who ever lived. But that companionship with Jesus is not reserved for life after death. For those who receive Him now in this life, also enjoy His presence now in this life. That’s what communion is – to have communion with God… to live with Him now and forever. Anyone who has ever felt alone, or sought guidance, peace, joy, or hope, will find it at the Supper of the Lord, where Jesus is found. And from which table He goes with all who receive Him there. 

Although we want to have this experience of God and assurance from Him often, there are a few occasions when receiving the Lord’s Supper is not a good idea. This is a meal only for the people of God and not to be taken lightly. Instead of participating because everyone in your row at church does it, or because someone dear to you does, only go to the altar for the right reason. Do not take Holy Communion in an unworthy manner – that is without knowledge and faith. That is why at Good Shepherd we ask people not to receive the Lord’s Supper here until they have completed a basic course of Christian teaching like this one. Anyone who communes needs to be able to examine self, knowing the Ten Commandments, able to repent, and must believe the Lord’s body is present in the bread. Some have experienced God’s judgment for not respecting the Supper of the Lord as a holy gift from God. So take this seriously, but do not be afraid, for as we prepare well, we experience the very presence of Christ in a wonderful, renewing way. 

How do we prepare to receive this sacred meal? Consider the following statement which is one of many typical instructions given by churches inviting people to participate in a state of preparedness:

Come experience the presence of Jesus Christ with us as we celebrate a special Supper He established. We invite anyone who is a baptized Christian, who has completed a basic course of Christian teaching, who recognizes that the very body of Christ is present in the bread, who repents of all ungodliness and eagerly desires with us that God would forgive, draw near and empower us to live with His strength as His witnesses in the world. 

Baptized Christians are not seekers who are curious about God, but those who have learned of Him and are seeking to grow in this new life in Christ, and live for His glory. They have completed confirmation class, or a membership class, or some basic study to understand God and His word, and who have believed in Him and received Him. Christians who wish to take Holy Communion are to recognize that Jesus Christ has promised to show up and be present in the bread and in the wine, so that when we receive the bread and wine, we receive Christ Himself again into our lives. Those who commune prepare themselves as they repent of all known sin, and earnestly desire God’s help to stop sinning in that way or any other way, with God’s help. So when you wish to receive the Lord’s Supper begin:

· thinking about the Ten Commandments and the ways in which your life needs to improve

· confess that to God and ask His forgiveness

· believe He is more eager to forgive you for Jesus’ sake than you are to forgive yourself

· realize Jesus is about to come into your life again when you receive the bread and wine

· earnestly desire to go forth from this meal with Christ by your side to live a godly life 

Discussion and Application Questions: 

7. What is a sacrament? What is an ordinance?

8. How are Lutherans unique in defining a sacrament?

9. What is one new insight you gained about baptism in this reading? 

10. What are some benefits that come to those baptized into Father, Son and Spirit?

11. How is one joined to Jesus Christ in baptism?

12. How is baptism power to help us even today?

13. What is one new insight you gained about Holy Communion in this reading? 

14. How is the Lutheran view of communion unique?

15. Why be respectful about receiving communion?

16. How does one prepare well to receive it? 

3. The Power of God

Sacraments: Discussion and Application Questions: 

17. What is a sacrament? What is an ordinance?

Sacrament = sacred act – something only God can do

Ordinance = ordinary act – something people do

The seven sacraments of the Catholic Church are seven things Catholics believe God works through to bring His grace. Many non Catholic Christians believe these seven things are ordinances and done by people instead of God, not bringing God’s grace. Lutheran Christians believe 2 of the 7 Catholic sacraments, are actually God-given acts through which He works to bring His grace to people. 

18. How are Lutherans unique in defining a sacrament?

Sacraments are God’s promise attached to a tangible means; water, bread and wine.

19. What is one new insight you gained about baptism in this reading? 

20. What are some benefits that come to those baptized into Father, Son and Spirit?

Adoption as a son or daughter of God, forgiveness of sin, the presence of the Holy Spirit, promise of eternal life are a number of primary benefits.

21. How is one joined to Jesus Christ in baptism?

Christ was baptized not because He needed anything. He was baptized to charge the waters of baptism with His divine presence, power and grace. When we are baptized in His name, we join Him in the waters of baptism and are joined by Him. In baptism the old sinful nature is taken back through time to the cross of Christ where that nature dies with Christ. Then as Christ rises from the grave He brings with Him all who have been joined with Him in baptism forward in time to the present, only with a new life in Christ gained through baptism into Christ. 

22. How is baptism power to help us even today?

Everyday by confession of one’s sin, the sin nature is killed again as if drowned all over in the water of baptism, then the sinner who has confessed is forgiven by God and brought forth as if born again that day, that moment, to begin again a new life in Jesus Christ. In this way we renew our baptism daily as we confess our sin and remember God’s grace for us.

23. What is one new insight you gained about Holy Communion in this reading? 

24. How is the Lutheran view of communion unique?

Like Catholics we believe Christ is truly present in communion, His body and blood are there in the bread and wine, with it. But we do not believe as they do that the bread and wine turn into the body and blood of Christ, ceasing to be bread and wine. We believe the bread and wine continue to be bread and wine, but Christ becomes present in them so that when we receive the bread and wine, we receive Jesus Christ anew in our lives. 

Like Christians of the Reformed denominations we remember what Jesus Christ did, suffered, died and rose again for us, but communion for us is much more than remembering, and more than a symbol. It is an experience of the very presence of Christ. The bread and wine go into the stomach, but the body and blood of Christ – His real presence, goes into the soul.

25. Why be respectful about receiving communion?

This is a holy thing of God. It is instituted by God and has great spiritual power. Therefore it is best not to take communion if one does not understand it, or is not prepared to participate in it meaningfully. 

26. How does one prepare well to receive it? 
· thinking about the Ten Commandments and the ways in which your life needs to improve
· confess that to God and ask His forgiveness

· believe He is more eager to forgive you for Jesus sake that you are to forgive yourself

· realize Jesus is about to come into your life again when you receive the bread and wine

· earnestly desire to go forth from this meal with Christ by your side to live a godly life 

4. The Church of God
Body Life

In the first century Paul of Tarsus wrote that a body has many parts and that each has a unique function, yet working together those parts operate in a way that serves the whole body well. Each part does not live for itself. Parts of the body do not use their abilities for their own purposes, but each one works and serves for the good of the whole body. After all, the hand is not capable of digesting food to feed itself, but the whole body will feed the hand, and the whole body is helped if the hand puts the food in the mouth. 
As it is with the human body, so it is with the Body of Christ, or the Christian Church. God gives every member of the Church a special function or ability, to do what is necessary for the community to thrive. This is God’s design for a healthy, supportive family of faith. Through living in such a community, we are able to learn, be nurtured, helped and encouraged. At the same time, we use the gifts and abilities God has given each of us to teach, care, help and encourage others. When the church functions as God designed it to function, it is a glimpse of heaven -everyone caring more for others than themselves. If members of the church receive the benefit of the service of others, but do not give back what God intended, the church is unable to be all that it can be. But even in the imperfect church God works through people to care. And in turn those who care and serve others, also receive God’s care.

Living as part of such a community of faith is God’s plan. From the beginning of time God said, “It is not good for man to be alone.” The Creator made Eve to be a helper for Adam because he needed lots of help. And Eve needed Adam to be her lover, provider, protector. No one has everything. But we each have something. And we all need others. Somehow God brings us together in a way that brings everyone what is needed through connecting to one another. We were made to be social beings, and God made us to live in a caring community with one another, children in a family, adult with a spouse, single people in caring relationships with friends, family and associates. 

Families, couples, singles all need to belong. This is a basic human need, to love and be loved. At Good Shepherd we want to be a caring family place where people love and feel loved. As we have been adopted by God through baptism into His family, we are eager to see others joined to God and His family – the Church. Because of our child development center here at Good Shepherd, there will always be lots of children, so it will always be a place for kids and families. But couples who have not had children yet, and those whose children have left the nest, will find fellowship with people in a similar stage of life, and experience the vibrancy of inner generational living at Good Shepherd. Most importantly, the Shepherd Himself connects to each one and joins us together in His family here. We all need connection to God, and the Shepherd has come to connect us to God and one another. He cares for us and shows us the way to be a caring people. 

The Apostle Paul talks quite a bit about these special abilities He gives His people. He calls them “spiritual gifts,” He chooses which gifts to give which people; to one the marvelous ability to lead, to another the skill to teach, while another is a great encourager. In the church one can preach, another can sing, and another loves to share with others the hope of eternal life through faith in Christ. Wisdom is a gift, and so is the ability to administer or manage projects. The Bible even speaks of supernatural gifts He chooses to give some people like an inexplicable ability to pray for the sick and see them get well, or expect a miracle and see the impossible happen. Paul even spoke of some who were given the ability to speak a foreign language he or she has never studied… as a sign for others. While the Apostle Paul claimed to have this ability, he preferred to be able to teach an understandable lesson from God’s Word. No one had all these gifts, but in community, people used all these gifts to help each other. 
While today the word “church” may be used most of the time to describe a building, it is not used in the Bible that way. There may not have even been church buildings until the fourth century after the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The Christian Church is people. The most visible expression of the Church is a local gathering of people who have connected by faith to Jesus Christ. That local church has a membership list of people who know each other, very well in small churches, casually in middle sized churches, and may be able to recognize other members when meeting in public places. Since intimate care is so important, the larger a church grows, the more important it is for its members to know and be known by others in smaller group settings in the church. Most of us are unusually helped in various ways as we become more engaged in the life of the local church, through worship, learning, and serving. Because of volunteers who are moved by their knowledge, experience and life with Jesus Christ, churches are able to have a significant impact on their surrounding community who may not be connected to God by faith. Such care attracts people to be part of a church that is making a difference in the lives of its community where it is located. So as its members are fulfilled by serving, the church fulfills its purpose in shining as a light in a dark world.
While the local church is a very tangible expression of God’s people gathered together, the Bible also speaks of the Church in a more intangible way. The Holy Christian Church includes all true believers in God throughout all time, all countries, all denominations, everyone who truly believes in God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Since God alone keeps these membership records based on faith that is in each person’s heart, there are no hypocrites in the Holy Christian Church. The local church may be more tangible, but unfortunately people get into the local church with all kinds of motives. Sometimes people in the local church who profess to be followers of Jesus Christ, do not reflect that in the way they live, speak or treat others, and so reflect a poor example of being a Christian. God is not mocked. One day all true believers will be taken by God into His eternal home, and those who are Christian in name only will be left behind.

The term “church” is also used denominationally, when speaking of the Lutheran Church, the Catholic, or Baptist Church. Just as church is not used in the Bible to describe a building, neither is it used in a denominational sense. Today church denominations can be traced almost like a family tree, back through history, to countries and reformations, all the way back to the first century followers of Jesus Christ. Some churches have claimed to be the “true” church, but any church that teaches the Gospel of God’s love and sacrifice of Christ at the cross for sin, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, are able to be used by God to draw people into true faith. While it is possible to become a Christian and grow in faith in any Christian Church, what one believes is still not to be taken lightly. We encourage anyone to join a Bible believing church, which offers opportunity to connect to God in baptism, to grow with Him through the Lord’s Supper, where one can grow in Christian faith, service and life.

Membership is important. God never intended Adam to live alone. He did not make hermits. One part of the human body cannot live without being attached to the rest of the body. An eye cannot live without being connected, neither can a finger. Parts of the body belong together, connected. So it is with the body of Christ, or the church. For a person to belong to a church is to be connected to the family of God. To have a spiritual home base is important. Moving membership from church to church prevents deep relationships from forming, and is generally to be avoided. Do not change membership because of a disagreement, but attempt to address and resolve disagreements of any kind. This is in keeping with Jesus’ teaching, that if there is a problem, go directly to the source and try to resolve it. Speaking to a third party about a problem you have with another person is wrong. First, attempt to address the matter one on one with the person concerned. Jesus discussed this in detail in Matthew 18. Bearing with one another is a godly thing, even if you disagree. This is the way to produce long-time relationships, and long-time members  in the church. are able to be known by pastor(s) and people, missed when they are not present, and valued when they are. Pastoral care is provided in the local church as pastors, elders, staff, church leaders, small group leaders and members express to one another the kind of love and care each one has experienced from God. Pastoral care is provided for the sick, the elderly, the frail, and those who are needy in any way. One important part of pastoral care is to pray for one another.
Although prayer was briefly discussed in the first session of our discovery series, as one of the core values, let’s consider it one more time here using the Lord’s own model for prayer that He gave to His disciples. The Lord’s Prayer is found both in Matt.6:9-13 and in Luke 11:1-4, in response to the disciples’ request, “Lord teach us how to pray.” They were obviously moved by the Lord’s prayer life, sometimes spending a whole night in prayer, other times rising early to pray, praying formally in temple or synagogue settings, praying for the sick, for food, for miracles, in public, alone, with fasting. I suspect the Lord may not have intended we make the Lord’s Prayer a memorized piece of liturgy to be repeated, but may have intended it to be a model used by disciples to formulate their own prayers with similar parts. Let’s think about the parts of the Lord’s prayer.

The address, “Our Father who art in heaven” is from the Aramaic word “Abba” which is really a baby word for Father. It might be translated “Daddy” or “Da-da”. Abba is meant to imply child-like trust in God by the person who is praying. After all Jesus also taught that we must become like little children to enter the kingdom of God. So the starting point of all prayer is to do so with the trusting faith of a child.

“Hollowed be Thy name” is a form of worship or praise for God. It acknowledges one of His many aspects, His holiness. It expresses the intent or desire that the person praying would keep God’s name holy, which is consistent with the second commandment not to misuse the name of God. We also keep God’s name holy as we who are God’s people seek to live a godly life which brings God honor and praise from others instead of grumbling about the hypocrites in the church. 

In the phrase, “Thy Kingdom Come”, we pray first of all that God’s eternal Kingdom which will come on the last day, will come to earth soon. There is nothing in this life that will compare to the eternal kingdom, and therefore as believers grow in faith and understand the glories of God’s coming kingdom, they will develop an earnest desire for that kingdom to come. But this part of the prayer also utters another wish. Before God’s Kingdom comes visibly and tangibly to earth, we pray that God’s kingdom would come right now into our hearts and minds. Jesus said the Kingdom is within you, and so here we pray that God’s kingdom would come now within as we wait for His Kingdom to come on the last day.

“Thy will be done on earth as is it in heaven” expresses the sincere hope that God’s will may be known and done in our lives among us, and as much as possible everywhere in the world. Christians will work for God’s will to be done in the way we treat others in the church and in the world. If only God’s good and gracious will would be done in the world, we would live in utopia. It is only as we depart from God’s will and follow our own sinful desires that there is suffering and conflict in the world. While it is unlikely that God’s will be done on earth, it continues to be our prayer and hope and what we work toward as we wait for the day when we will live in God’s eternal kingdom and see His perfect will lived out by everyone, everyday.

In Jesus’ day “bread” was a symbol of all food, and everything else we need for life, like clothing, shelter and a place and people to whom we may belong. When Jesus teaches us to pray, “Give us this day our daily bread” He is teaching us to trust God for everything we need. And as it was with manna in the desert where enough was supplied each day for that one day, Jesus indicates we need to not hoard wealth or work excessively, but ask God simply for what we need that day. Then keep on trusting Him and ask tomorrow for what we need on that day. 

“Forgive us our sins and we forgive those who sin against us” is an amazing statement we need to consider carefully. Another way of praying this phrase might be, “Forgive me in the same way I forgive others” or negatively, “If I hold a grudge or refuse to forgive others, then Lord do not forgive me.” Ouch! That’s scary. We are to forgive everyone everything they have ever done against us. To hold on to unforgiveness jeopardizes our own forgiveness. Refusing to forgive hurts us more than the one we do not forgive. So Jesus encourages us here to be forgiving people, and when it is hard, to look to God for help to forgive others, even our enemies, even those who are mean-spirited or have attempted to hurt us. We are to forgive even if the one we forgive does not ask for it. Forgive him or her. In that way you turn them over to God to deal with, and you set yourself free from the trap of unforgiveness. 

This final phrase teaches us much: “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” God does not tempt anyone. But He does allow us to be tested so that our trust in Him will increase. That is the main benefit of all suffering in the world. This prayer acknowledges that God always gives us a way to escape temptation. It is the Evil One who tempts. He tempted Jesus 40 days and nights, and together with all the evil angels or demons tempts everyone of us, especially those who attempt to follow Jesus Christ and live godly lives. So in this prayer we ask God to help us when the Devil tempts. That even as He resisted Satan in the wilderness, we also will draw on God’s Word, His presence and power to  overcome evil and live out what is good. 

Therefore, God’s people, the Church, live in relationship with God and with one another, like the members of a body, work together for the good of everyone. This is body life, the fellowship of God’s people. 

Discussion and Application Questions: 

1. The Christian church is often called the body of Christ. How is the church like the body? 
2. How do members and friends of a church live in community?
3. What are spiritual gifts? What spiritual gifts might you have?
4. In which way does the Bible speak of church; local congregation, building, denomination, all believers?
5. What’s the difference between the local church and the holy Christian church?
6. What attitude of prayer does Jesus convey in the words, “our Father”?

7. What else did you learn in this reading about the Lord’s Prayer?

4. The Church of God
Name: ____________________________________________

Body Life:  Discussion and Application Questions: 

1. The Christian church is often called the body of Christ. How is the church like the body? 

I Corinthians 12:12-31

2. How do members and friends of a church live in community?

3. What are spiritual gifts? What spiritual gifts might you have?

Romans 12:6-8; I Corinthians 12:1-11; Ephesians 4:11-13

4. In which way does the Bible speak of church; local congregation, building, denomination, all believers?

Local congregation; most of the Apostle Paul’s letters were addressed to a local congregation and named for the city or region where the congregation was located; Rome, Corinth, Galatia, Ephesus, Philippi, etc. 

Building: not

Denomination: not

All Believers; (Or Holy Christian Church) speaks of all God’s people, all people of all time and places who trust in God Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

5. What’s the difference between the local church and the holy Christian church?

Which can hypocrites get into? Why? 

6. What attitude of prayer does Jesus convey in the words, “our Father”?

What does the Aramaic word “Abba” mean? 

What does this teach us about the attitude of prayer Jesus encourages us to have?

7. What else did you learn in this reading about the Lord’s Prayer?

5. The Work of God at Good Shepherd
Good Shepherd

Every church has its only personality by God’s design. One church is formal, traditional, another informal, more reserved. One church emphasizes teaching and learning, another music, another small groups and relational connections. Some churches are well known for serving the community. Therefore, different churches will offer a variety of ministries or programs.  But the mission of all Christian Churches is given by Jesus Christ when speaking to His disciples before His return to heaven: “Make disciples of the nations, baptizing them in the name of Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey all I commanded.” 

In this commission, Good Shepherd finds its mission:  (1) to help those who have not yet experienced a meaningful life with God to discover that for themselves and their families; and (2) to help those who already seek to follow Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, to experience here a community where they are encouraged to grow in that connection to God and grow as His disciples. We are all about connecting to the Lord. Having initially connected to Him, we continue growing in our knowledge and experience of Him. In that process, He is transforming us into His own people filed with hope and faith – even in challenging times. So we are eager to live out that new life He is forming in us, and share it with family, friend, co-worker, neighbor and associate.

Therefore, we want to be a welcoming place and ask all who get involved and join the Good Shepherd family to help us welcome those who visit, who come back, and all who join us. We are especially in tune with some who reach out to the church in a time of personal crisis or need. We are a safe place for people who are experiencing the pain of life and looking for God or a safe place for help. Because Good hepherd’s largest ministry is our child development center, we will expect to always have a good supply of young children and families, and enjoy intergenerational activities. With children come parents and grandparents with ministry offered to their differing life stages. Our extended family includes  singles who love and appreciate children and families, and want to be extended family in such a vibrant community. The Lord intends no one to live alone; Good Shepherd offers to be family. 

Our mission of disciple making includes baptism, making us a sacramental church which views baptism as the birth of a new life and relationship with God. By God’s grace in baptism, we are born again into His family and gain a community of caring brothers and sisters in Christ. We have adopted seven core values which are responses to God’s love and grace in our lives. These lay out a life-long path for personal and spiritual growth and development. 

We worship God - coming into His presence to experience and honor Him. Worship is not only one hour Sunday morning, although on the weekends we do look forward to regularly gathering to enjoy fellowship with the rest of our Good Shepherd family. Good Shepherd has chosen to begin with a contemporary style of worship to best serve the preferences of many who have no church, whom we long to include, since making disciples is our mission. We therefore have chosen to begin by offering contemporary worship, which features praise worship music and presents the message of God’s love and His presence using technology and relevant teaching. But most importantly, we experience God in worship as we confess our sin, are affirmed in forgiveness, receive the sacrament of Holy Communion, and are taught how to be spiritually renewed daily in baptism. 

We worship in our daily walk with God as we develop a devotional life. We communicate with God through His word and prayer. To spend time, short or long, on a regular basis – daily when possible, is a lifestyle of worship, and a path that leads to a vibrant experience of God’s love and presence in one’s daily life. The first century disciples devoted themselves to the study of God’s Word and to prayer. The Apostles made these their priority as the church grew and more leaders were added. These are the foundational disciplines or responses we have to God’s grace, which result in our own spiritual and personal growth. God has chosen to work through His Word as the means of bringing more of His grace into our lives.   

We live beyond ourselves by serving God through serving others. Serving is the opposite of living only for self. It is in humbly serving others that we best follow the example of Jesus Christ who said of Himself, “The Son of man came not to be served, but to serve and give His life as a ransom for many.” In serving others we discover our highest purpose in life. God has given every person who comes into faith in Him, one or more spiritual gifts that He intends we use in service to others in the church or in the community, in His name and for His glory. Discover your God-given spiritual gifts, and you discover the purpose for which God made you.  

We cheerfully give time, abilities and finances to advance the mission. This is a strange formula, but in God’s financial system, the more we give, the more He gives us. While we do not want to give in order to get anything, it seems that God does conclude that those who are generous givers can be trusted to be given even more. Therefore, at Good Shepherd we teach and encourage tithing, giving 10% of one’s income as a minimum goal. Those who are in debt or lacking income are encouraged to give some percentage as a starting point, and add a percentage or two a year as God blesses. This kind of priority or first- fruits giving helps a person keep God as a higher priority in life than money, which God considers his highest competition for our hearts.  

We connect to God and others through fellowship in small groups and team work. Good Shepherd began with small groups and embraces them as the best way for people to experience the kind of intimate friendship and care that God wants for His people to have. While not everyone will opt to join a small group, many will experience Christian fellowship as they serve with others. We invite those who do not yet belong to Good Shepherd to also freely join in our small groups and our service opportunities. That may be a step for them toward membership at Good Shepherd, or it may be a means of spiritual nurture and encouragement until he or she locates a home church community to which they will belong. 

We prepare to share with others our experience of God in a winsome way. While many people consider their religious beliefs a deeply personal matter, and we respect that belief, we at Good Shepherd also feel a sense of urgency to share with others the great experience we are growing in with our life with God. Whether one is an outgoing evangelist or a timid witness, we want those closest to us to experience the love and presence of God to help them as they face the trials of this life, and especially in preparation for the joys of life after death. Therefore, in all sensitivity, we want to find the best ways to naturally share with those closest to us and even those who are not, the great things God is doing in our lives. A man named Peter, a dear friend of Jesus Christ, tells all Christians “to be prepared to share the hope we have in us.” So we think about it. We pray for those close to us to be open to God’s message and invitation. We look for ways to demonstrate God’s love and care for others, and prepare ourselves to speak when the opportunity arises, of what God has done for us and what He can do for them. 

What We Believe 

Our basic beliefs are summarized in John 3:16, sometimes referred to as “the Gospel in a nutshell.” “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, so that whoever believes in Him will not perish, but have eternal life.” This is what we believe, and communicating this message is our mission and purpose for which we exist as a church. All that we do is in some way in support of communicating this basic belief. 

Going deeper, we believe God is holy and worthy to be worshipped and praised for all that He has done and all that He is. God is love, and longs to live in a loving, personal relationship with every person He has made. Truly God’s will would be heaven on earth if every person lived in harmony with Him, and lived with others according to God’s good and perfect will.

But people are not naturally holy nor connected to God. Rather, we naturally focus on ourselves, are driven by pride, greed, lust and can be mean-spirited in our thoughts and words.  This creates a hurtful separation between struggling people and a holy God. We are even without the spiritual power to correct this natural inclination away from God.

Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ gathers those who trust Him into the fellowship of His Church, and into a local Christian community of believers. He said, “I am the Good Shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me… and I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also.” John 10:14-16

So our loving God initiated the process to reconnect with the people He made by sending His Son into the world as a man, to communicate best and identify with all humankind. But He would also demonstrate what a godly life is like and invites us to follow Him and His example.

But the highest work the Son of God completed was to Himself become the bridge between a holy God who cannot tolerate self-serving, sinful ways, and a people who cannot achieve the high spiritual and moral standards of God. So Christ suffered, died and rose from the grave as a divine sacrifice for the sin of the world, to satisfy God’s holy standard, and lovingly give people a way to God by grace through faith, not by insufficient human effort.

Every person who receives this gift from God is adopted by God as His own precious sons and daughters. As we repent and are baptized, God sends His Holy Spirit to break down the barriers of sin and resistance to Him, and create a child-like trust in God.

God continues to nurture and grow people of faith through daily the teaching of His Word – the Bible, which by the power of the Holy Spirit leads to repentance and forgiveness. He renews them as He visits and feeds His people through the celebration of the Lord’s Supper often.

Good Shepherd is one of the nearly 7,000 ministries associated with the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LCMS), see www.lcms.org for more information. The LCMS is known for its love of education, having more child development centers, pre-schools, elementary schools, high schools, and colleges than most other church bodies. As a member of the LCMS, Good Shepherd is unique in our area because it is one of few churches which are sacramental, teaching we experience God in baptism, even as we recall our baptism on a daily basis, and teach that we grow in confidence of forgiveness every time we participate in the Lord’s Supper. We are also a church that loves to teach and learn the Word of God’s gospel of grace, and the wisdom of His divine law. Therefore, Good Shepherd embraces the study of God’s Word as a core value. Our churches follow a congregational form of government rather than a hierarchal system of bishops or centralized authority. Instead, our churches are independent congregations freely associating to one another to better prepare church workers through our system of child development centers, elementary schools, high schools, colleges and seminaries. By associating with these other ministries, we are able to better provide appropriate published materials, and more effectively conduct Christian mission around the world. Our synod (meaning ministries walking together) is organized into 38 geographic and non-geographic districts, each district further organized into local circuits. Good Shepherd belongs to the Southeastern District of the LCMS and is part of ten other ministries in the Richmond area circuit. While leaders and officials of the Synod, District and Circuit do not have authority over Good Shepherd or the local congregation, we honor these our spiritual leaders and value their expertise and consultation offer to help us be the best church and child development center we can be.  

Good Shepherd began as a mission dream in the minds of the people and leaders of neighboring Redeemer Lutheran Church on Redbridge Road in Richmond. Redeemer has done a remarkable thing in providing excellent planning and initial leadership in developing a business and ministry plan, raising funds to aid in the first years operational costs for this ministry, located and helped to plan for the purchase of land, construction of our initial facility, calling of our mission developer, and hiring the director for the child development center. A transition is still taking place as Good Shepherd organizes into a recognized, independent congregation which will accept responsibility for the cost of purchasing the land, construction of the initial campus, furnishings and equipment. Until it achieves that independence, it continues to operate as a mission of Redeemer Lutheran Church. Yet Redeemer intends for Good Shepherd to operate as an independent mission, although reporting and accepting accountability for its ministry as long as Redeemer remains responsible for the debt of Good Shepherd. 

The mission of Good Shepherd is to assist people in their spiritual journey, to discover and grow in a new life with Jesus Christ. This is the path of Christian discipleship. Therefore, Good Shepherd offers and intends to offer the following opportunities to grow as people:

· A relevant teaching ministry in the messages offered in worship services which provide a well planned and balanced curriculum to those who regularly attend.

· The five part discovery class covering the basic teachings of the Christian faith as presented at Good Shepherd, with an overview of how these beliefs are integrated into the ministry of Good Shepherd.

· Biblical and topical studies of God’s Word always applied to current life situations.

· Guidance and encouragement for families and individuals to develop a consistent devotional routine.

· Devotional studies and discussions on pertinent, spiritual topics in the relational setting of small groups where caring friendships are formed. 

· Children’s ministries from the caring and teaching child care environment of our nursery, to the more formally planned curriculum of weekly classroom instruction in a setting where learning is fun.

· Student ministries for those in middle and high school, where the Good News of God’s love and acceptance is presented in an affirming, consistent and relational manner.  

Serving is a natural response to God’s grace; therefore, all those who are experiencing God’s amazing love and forgiveness at Good Shepherd are encouraged to find meaningful ways to serve the Lord in this ministry. We make spiritual gift inventories available to help determine likely giftedness from God and therefore service areas most naturally aligned with one’s own particular personality, experiences, passions and God-given abilities.  Or a simple trial and error approach works. Volunteer to serve until one finds his or her own special ministry or service area. Here are a few opportunities to serve at Good Shepherd:

· Using vocal or other musical gifts in the worship ministry.

· Using technical knowledge and skills in sound, visional support for worship and in web based service for information presentation or data processing.

· Teaching Bible or topical programs:  Bible Study, marriage enrichment, biblical financial management and other current event topics and community needs.

· Small group leaders, hosting or administration.

· Volunteers to serve with our children’s and student ministries.

· Planning, leading, assisting or serving in mission projects or servant events.

· Other administrative, clerical and technical services.

· Serving in pastoral care or board leadership positions.

Discussion and Application Questions: 

27. What is the mission of Good Shepherd and the members who join here?

28. What is Good Shepherd’s attitude toward those who visit, worship and functions here?

29. How does the Gospel in a nutshell summarize so well what we believe?

30. Describe the seven core values or emphasis at Good Shepherd listed in this reading. 

31. What questions might you have about Good Shepherd’s relationship to its sponsoring church or its congregational type of affiliation with the LCMS?

32. Which opportunities for spiritual growth and development most interest you?

33. Which opportunities for service seem best to align with your God-given abilities, passions, experiences and interests?

5. The Work of God at Good Shepherd
Name: ____________________________________________

Good Shepherd: Discussion and Application Questions: 

1.What is the mission of Good Shepherd and the members who join here?

2. What is Good Shepherd’s attitude toward those who visit, worship and functions here?
3. How does the Gospel in a nutshell summarize so well what we believe?
"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16
4. Describe the seven core values or emphasis at Good Shepherd listed in this reading: 
· Worship: 
· Growth in God’s Word:

· Developing a life of prayer:

· Serving:

· Giving:

· Connecting:

· Sharing the hope:

5. What questions might you have about Good Shepherd’s relationship to its sponsoring church or its congregational type of affiliation with the LCMS?

6. Which opportunities for spiritual growth and development most interest you?
· Relying on the weekly teaching ministry in the messages in worship services
· In depth Biblical and topical studies of God’s Word 

· Developing a consistent devotional routine
· Devotional studies and discussions in the relational setting of small groups 

· Learn as you help with children’s ministries 
· Learn as you help with student ministries 
7. Which opportunities for service seem best to align with your God-given abilities, passions, experiences and interests?
· Vocal or other musical gifts in the worship ministry

· Technical knowledge and skills in sound, visional support for worship
· Technical knowledge and skills in web and email communications and networking

· Teaching Bible or topical programs; Bible Study, marriage enrichment, biblical financial management and other ___________________

· Small group leaders, hosting or administration

· Serve in children’s or student ministries

· Planning, leading, assisting or serving in mission projects or servant events

· Other administrative, clerical and technical services

· Serving in pastoral care functions

· Serving in board or leadership functions

Appendix
Membership at Good Shepherd – Midlothian, Virginia

The membership path at Good Shepherd:

· Those who become members at Good Shepherd will complete an introductory 5 part membership process we call Discovery. 

· Those interested may choose from either the Class Series Tract or the Devotional tract.

· New members will be formally received upon completion of either Discovery process; having been baptized into Father, Son and Holy Spirit, at some time in their spiritual journey; and express commitment to Good Shepherd as their home church. (Intending to worship, give, serve and be served primarily in this church.)

Why do we ask everyone to complete the membership path?

· So those transferring from Lutheran Churches will profess their Christian faith, and have a clear introduction to Good Shepherd’s mission, which is unique even from other Lutheran Churches. 

· So those coming in from another Christian denominational affiliation will profess their Christian faith, and have a clear introduction to Good Shepherd’s doctrine and mission. 

· So those who have not recently been involved in a church, but who are professing Christians, may reaffirm their faith and renew their commitment to Christian discipleship as practiced at Good Shepherd.

· So those who have never professed Christian faith before can hear, study, understand and embrace the Christian faith as taught and confessed at Good Shepherd.

What is the Class Tract?

· Prospective members complete the five part series by meeting with pastor or his appointed mentor.

· Participants will complete a pre-class reading before each part.

· Participants will meet with pastor or mentor to review the reading and complete the 5 discussion guides.

· This process may be completed in 5 one hour meetings, or by combining lessons for fewer sessions.

What is the Devotional Tract?

· The devotional tract is independent study for those who come as active members in a Christian Church.

· For those who are engaged at Good Shepherd in regular worship, study of God’s Word, and serving in some capacity at Good Shepherd. 

· Who agree to read the pre-class pages of the Discovery materials, complete and turn in the discussion guides to pastor or the Discovery mentor.

New member reception will be celebrated in a public service at Good Shepherd

· New member Sundays will be observed quarterly for all who complete one of the two tracts of Discovery. Unless changed this will normally occur the last Sunday of August, November, February, and May. 

· New members will be received as new members, and be baptized in Father, Son and Holy Spirit if not previously baptized into the Christian faith.

· Accept Good Shepherd as the primary church for worship, giving, serving and receiving pastoral care.
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